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Thammasat’s Faculty of Political Science at 65" Anniversary :
A Time for Reflections

| am very proud to be counted as an alumnus of the Faculty of H
Political Science, Thammasat University. Although | did not graduate from

the Faculty, due to a fellowship to complete my B.A. in political science at
Claremont Men’s College, California, USA back in 1970, | was awarded an
honorary degree while serving a 5 year term as Secretary-General of ASEAN.

Tens of thousands of Graduates of Political Science have been serving the country in the field
of national administration and diplomacy for the past six and a half decades. Many of us have done
so with distinction which has brought pride to the Faculty and Thammasat itself.

Our role from the beginning was to, in the words of the Founding Father, Dr. Pridi Phanomyong,
“quench the thirst for democracy and equity among our people.” In these difficult times that we
have found ourselves in today, it is appropriate to reflect on our role and our contributions.

Have we done enough, as political scientists, democratic administrators and diplomats, to
secure the country for a genuine democracy where the will of the people truly reigns over the affairs
of our society, our country? Why has it been so hard for an ancient civilization like ours to plant a
seed of democracy firmly in the hearts of our people ? What have we done wrong, where have we
gone astray, as a people, on the road of democracy in the past 8 decades?

Has democracy been accepted only in its formal trappings, with constitutions, elections,
political parties, parliaments and a repetitive cycles of coups and elections? What happen to the
true values and norms of the democratic way of life? It seems that what we have is only a “fig leaf
of democracy,” covering up the crude power plays and fierce competition for self-interest all along.

| have come back to the Faculty of Political Science as a Professor Emeritus of Thammasat
University. | have seen a lot of changes and progress being made. In the context of deepening
national challenges that we are facing, it is only appropriate that we return to the original theme of
political science posed by Aristotle, how to achieve a good life in a good society? A competition for
power in a democratic society is necessary for the right to create a political condition and structure
for a good and virtuous life for all citizens. And not just a short cut for self-agerandizement and
material gains for a certain group of those who only hide behind the mantra of democracy.

The 65" Anniversary should be used to reflect on our own institutional mission of “quenching
the thirstof democracy among our people,” and not just satisfied with sustaining a “fig leaf democracy.”

. d
MW
Surin  Pitsuwan,Ph.D

Professor Emeritus, Thammasat University, 2557-2558
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1. wIsims

Hangos

Unsfnwn 2556 anzdgmans Tndngasidnnisi3ounsaeunIunsousATE LA
FLAURANRNWIUIYF TIU oA 521 8 VIANgNS AD Mangns seauUSyens vanansuSaan
AIAIUUTeyIln (BMIR) vidnamsuSayaynin (n1AA) nangasUSeyelnanivinisiileans
Unasesdmiutinuivns (MPE) msdamsifeunisaeuiiqusedn ndngasuiaanlnaninis
UImsdansansnsae dmduilnuims (EPA) vidngnsUSaaninainnwndings (MIR) uae
nanansUsgayien lasusazvangnsaziinisusulsmdnansauulovienisusuusmanans

n 53
2. aaumsyanisiSsunisasau

2.1 usulnfinuinvkua

32AUN3ANEN ShuautinAnesioun U 2556 aadrazaulimsane 2556
Useygye3 ("wlneg) 1,095 AU 290 AU
UTyy1e3 (Mw18angw) (BMIR) 245 Ay 116 AU
TasansU3ayaiinaiac 270 AU 21 AU
1A39n13UT ey ln EPA 107 Ay 48 AU
1asan13UIayayln MPE audsedn 97 Au 60 AU
1A39n13UT Yyl MIR 100 AY 10 AU
Usygyiln (nwdang ) (BMIR) 16 AU 4 au
TassnsUsgayLen 15 AU 3 AU

2.2 msyamsiEgumsadau 191uuiunndnnisseunisaaulutns@nen 2556 Tu
STAUAN 9 Al

$2AUNSANEN 1/2556 2/2556 0950/2556 AUEILIG

Usyay1e3 (nwlne) 50 3% 55 3% 3 3%
USgy e mul

(nMw193ngw) (BMIR) 20 3 23 3 3 391
TnssnmsBigivaia 17 31 10 391 13w Taddudan TU005,006
TAssn5U3ayaln EPA 4 3% 4 3% 33w laitiuivn TU005,006
1Assn15UsYeyln MPE

AudTadn 73 6 3w 273w ladifudn TU005,006
TAssn1sUTeyyly MIR 7 3% 7 3% 43w Beuszuulainie
Yy ln (nwdangw)

(BMIR) 4 3% 5 391 539
TassnsUsgayLen 4 37 7 3 139
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PONAIAIEANIIRANIUUN 0 MyUNUYUe FUATEIUTD

anu IolATINITNANTTUUNANE U wau U 2UNDUUTTUIN JIRIARAIN

1 lasinsaudleweas (LEO SONG) UszdnUnisAne 2556 2118, 56 17 1asens "Viesays .. Wlvtes" au TsaSeudnlnganivigy 15-18 a.A. 56
v 3 Urulwanimgy 81neeviy Jaminnseunsasegse

2 Aviuasduiius e gudlnsuiirug sty (Uavg) 8-9 .1.56
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